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Pra ?e bravimi tadu me nibodha,
svargyam agnim Nachiketas prajanan;
Ananta lokaptim-atho pratistham,
viddhi tvam etam nihitam guhayam.
(14) "I will tell thee well; attend to me, Oh Nachi-
ketas, I know the fire leading to Heaven; know the fire
which leads to Heaven and also the support of the Uni-
verse and that which seated in the Cavity (of the heart).
Here Lord Death is obliging the Brahmin boy
with the blessings of the second boon, requested
for. It is noteworthy that in the Vedic Period instruc-
tions were received always directly from the Guru's
mouth, and as such, the method of education was
not like that ia our own times, through the medium
of notes and the leisurely mugging up of it by the
students. They had to understand directly and memo-
rise on the spot the import, as well as the words, given
out by the teacher. This method of direct learning
demands an acute intelligence and an extra capacity
to concentrate on the part of the student and hence,
Lord Death is warning his disciple, "I will tell thee
well, attend to me, learn it from me".
This preface would be redundant in the mouth
of a modern professor and, probably, he will be
booted down as a madcap if he were to start his lec-
tures each day with a call to his students to attend
well. Neither does the method of modern educa-